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Warren Wilcox - 1936-2008 
  

 
Warren is pictured delivering his last sermon at the Bear Valley’s 

Future Preachers Training Camp in June 2008. 
 
 This issue of the Ferguson Report is being 
dedicated to the passing of the much-loved and long-
time instructor at the Bear Valley Bible Institute of 
Denver who passed on into eternity at 4:15 a.m., 
Sunday, September 14, 2008. Warren, who had taught 
at the Bible Institute for more than 43 years, had very 
recently been diagnosed with Creutzfeldt-Jacob 
Disease. Within only four months the disease had 
claimed his life. The remainder of this report will 
contain the presentation President Denny Petrillo gave 
in chapel the Monday morning following Warren’s 
passing.                                                               Howell 
 

Sadness & Joy: A Tribute to 
Warren Wilcox 
  I’m still in a state of shock, and in disbelief that 
my long time friend, mentor, teacher and co-worker, 
Warren Wilcox is gone. I suspect that it will take some 
time to move on from this, and there will always be 
remnants of this loss in my mind and heart. His 
departure brings both sadness and joy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I’m sad because 

…you will not get to know the man. To see his work 
ethic was an inspiration and an example worth 
emulating. His love for the word was something that 
drove him to spend countless hours and late nights 
studying it. He was one of the best song-leaders I have 
ever seen. He was blessed with a great voice, but also 
had the ability to direct congregations in singing. He 
was always concerned that we would get so caught up 
in the music itself, the beat, the speed, etc. that one 
might forget the main purpose. Therefore he always 
said, before the first song, “Let’s worship together.” 
He tried hard to get our minds focused on the reason 
we were singing.  

…you will not get to sit at the foot of one of the truly 
great teachers of our age. Warren wasn’t just good at 
teaching. He excelled, making teaching a craft that 
deserves the accolades given to a master craftsman. 
His skill in the classroom was a rare combination of 
enthusiasm for the subject, genuine interest in the 
student, and a passion for the Word. I’ve often said 
that I was able to attend Bear Valley when, like today, 
it had great men as teachers. I sat at the feet of Roy 
Lanier, Sr., Roy Lanier, Jr., W.S. Boyette, Avon 
Malone, Norman Gipson, Monroe Tharp. These men 
were great teachers, but to me Warren surpassed them 
all.  

…you’ll not get to learn from one of the great minds of 
our age in the area of Christian Evidences. Warren was 
so gifted in this subject that he could, probably 
literally, travel the globe full time teaching this subject.  

…you’ll not be able to see one who loved this school 
like no other. It is rare these days that one stays at a 
work even 10 years. 20 years is even rarer. But when 
one stays 43 years it shows a commitment, a love for a 
work that has few equals. Warren served in just about 
every capacity available: Director (for 6 years), 
Academic Dean (for at least 20 years), Lectureship 
Director (over 30 years), editor of the school paper 
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Uplift (over 30 years), Dean of Alumni Relations, and 
of course, full time instructor. We went on many trips 
together, representing the school. This was what he 
wanted to talk about the most. He was always thinking 
of ways we could do things better. This work was truly 
his passion.  

I’m happy because  

…we can see a legacy that is worthy of emulation. We 
can emulate a work ethic for the Lord’s kingdom that 
carried Warren past normal retirement years. We can 
emulate a life that was truly spent doing the Lord’s 
work, serving the Lord’s church in so many different 
capacities.  

…Warren had the foresight to record on DVD his 
material on Christian Evidences, Hebrews, Church 
Growth and Tips for Teachers. This will enable you, 
and countless others, to benefit from this master 
teacher. I received an email last week from a man in 
Florida. He was asking how he could get in touch with 
Warren Wilcox. I told him about Warren’s illness and 
that he would not be able to respond. He told me that 
he didn’t know Warren personally, but had just 
finished listening to Warren’s material on Christian 

Evidences. He was so impressed, and benefited so 
much, that he just wanted to say “thanks” to this man 
he had never met. I’m happy because Warren will 
continue to touch many lives this way.  

…we know that one can stay faithful to the truth. 
Warren was so very committed to the truth that it was 
an obsession of his. He frequently discussed ways that 
we could combat the liberal movements among us. In 
his years in the Lord’s church, you could always count 
on Warren to be faithful to the Book. Warren was a 
rock doctrinally. He never was blown to and fro by 
every wind of doctrine. He knew the Bible too well to 
be swayed by these winds of change.  

…we know that one can be faithful until the end. 
Warren’s life is a life of victory. It is a testimony that 
one can make it. He had obstacles in his life that few 
know about. But Warren moved on, keeping his focus 
on the main goal of eternal life.              Denny 
Petrillo 

Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from 
henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may 

rest from their labours; and their works do 
follow them.  

Revelation 14:13 
 
 
 


