507 Advanced Apologetics
BEAR VALLEY BIBLE INSTITUTE
3 semester hours

Thomas Bart Warren, Instructor

COURSE SYLLABUS

Cour se Description:

In order to defend his faith, the Christian must have a thorough knowledge of his own faith. In
order to defend his faith, the Christian must also have a working knowledge of his opponent’s
claims and/or beliefs. This course is designed to help equip the serious Bible student to be able to
meet the challenges and arguments posited by atheists, agnostics, or skeptics in general. This will
be done through reading, reporting, research and written assignments.

Cour se Obij ectives:

1.  To develop a stronger faith in God and the Bible.

2. To develop critical thinking skills (especially in the areas of researching, analyzing and
addressing areas of apologetic concern).

3. To encourage a passion for ministry in the area of declaring and defending the faith
according to the best of our ability.

4.  To develop such a knowledge of apologetics that the student can boldly and confidently
answer the challenges of skeptics and the doubts of fellow Christians.

Course Approad:

Because we are not in a classroom, the approach for this class will be mail, email, and telephone,
when necessary.

Email address: bwarren@bvbid.org

Mailing address: Thomas Bart Warren
7158 Hwy. 57 West
Ramer, TN 38367

Telephone: 731-645-5639 (office)



Cour se Reguirements:

1.

Book Reviews

. From the following list of eight books, the student will choose four :

A.

Craig, William Lane. Reasonable Faith: Christian Truth and Apologetics.
Wheaton: Crossway, 1994.

B. Geisler, Norman L. and Frank Turek. I Don’t Have Enough Faith To Be
An Atheist. Wheaton: Crossway, 2004.

C. Habermas, Gary R. The Historical Jesus: Ancient Evidence for the Life of
Christ. Joplin, MO: College Press, 1996. ISBN: 0-89900-732-5

D. Johnson, Phillip E. Darwin on Trial. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity,
1991. ISBN: 0-8308-1324-1

E. Johnson, Phillip E. The Wedge of Truth. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity,
2000. ISBN: 0-8308-2395-6

F. Moreland, J. P. Scaling the Secular City: A Defense of Christianity.
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1987. ISBN: 0-8010-6222-5

G. Morris, Henry M. Defending the Faith. Green Forest, AR: Master Books,
1999. ISBN: 0-89051-324-4

H. Strobel, Lee. The Case for Christ. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1998.
ISBN: 0-310-22646-5

L. Warren, Thomas B. Have Atheists Proved There Is No God? Ramer, TN:
National Christian Press, 1972.

J. Warren, Thomas B. The Warren-Flew Debate on the Existence of God.
Ramer, TN: National Christian Press, 1977. **The student is encouraged
to read as many debate books as they possibly can . . . this is a most
beneficial way to critically examine an issue and strengthen your faith.**

K. Zacharias, Ravi. Can Man Live Without God? Nashville: Nelson, 2004.

. The four books selected will be purchased and read completely.
. A book review will be submitted for all books that were chosen.
. The book reviews should be at leas 4 — but no longer than 6 — pages long.

. Each report should be typed and double-spaced.



Note: Refer to the following list in order to know what constitutes a good book
review:

A. Have you included a brief sketch of the author’s career to determine his
possible competence and preparation for writing the book?

B. Is your introductory sentence a brief summary of what the book is about
and its time element?

C. Have you commented on the author’s purpose?
D. Have you commented on the author’s style?

E. Have you identified the book? (Is it one of a series? A biography? A
collection? Etc.)

F. Have you indicated why the book was written?
G. Has the author made a “new contribution” to knowledge?
H. Have you listed any unusual, important, or new materials the author has

used? (e.g., letters, archives, memoirs, etc.)

L. Does the author base his work on something he assumes, but does not
prove? If so, is his assumption valid?

J. Have you cited, if necessary, what seems to you to be the author’s
misinterpretation of the sources?

K. Can you determine to whom the book will be of particular value? (e.g.,
college students, general readers, practicing historians, et. al.)

L. What are the author’s conclusions?

M. In what way do you agree with these conclusions and the arguments by
which the author arrived at them?

N. Is the author especially skilled at a particular kind of writing which has
added to or detracted from the value of the book?

0. Is there a sentence or two worth quoting? (To prove your point or to
illustrate the author’s viewpoint or style.)

P. Does the last sentence consist of a summary which briefly sums up your
impression of the book and/or its significance?



Term Paper

A term paper (no less than 15 pages— no more than 20 pages) will be written on
one of the topics given below — the student picks the topic of his choice.

The student must provide scholarly research (full research form and
documentation is expected).

The student will also be able to offer credible evidence to a skeptic and the
doubting Christian.

The paper will be written according to MLA style.

The paper will be typed, double-spaced, with an outline and a bibliography.
A minimum of 15 urces must be used AND cited in the paper.

Endnotes may be used according to MLA style.

Choose from one of the following 10 topics:

A. The Existence of God.

! Discuss the major arguments [ontological, cosmological,
teleological, moral] and answer the skeptics’ objectives.

! Are probable arguments worthless?

! Is God above the laws of logic?

! Show Biblical support such as Acts 14; 17; Romans 1; et. al.
B. The Inspiration of the Bible

! How could one prove the Bible’s inspiration?

! Given God’s nature would He want to supernaturally reveal
Himself, could He do so, how could He choose to do it?

! Is it possible to know that a given document was the word of God?

! Discuss the chain of religious authority (God — Christ — Holy Spirit
— Apostles/Prophets — Scripture).



! Discuss inerrancy, unity, prophecy, miracles, history, geography,
etc. as they deal with the topic.

C. Discuss the role postmodernism now plays in Christian evidences and

apologetics.

| What must a New Testament Christian know about
postmodernism?

! How does one deal with the claim that “truth is relative”?
! Can one know the truth?

! What is the best approach to take in teaching the gospel when
dealing with a postmodern society?

D. Can Naturalism provide a meaningful life? Can it provide a coherent
ethical system?

E. Does science rule out the supernatural?
F. Has Darwinian evolution been scientifically established?
G. Could “intelligent design” be considered science? Should it be taught in

our public schools?

H. What is a Christian view of the scientific method?
L. Must we presuppose the truth of Christianity?
J. What is the evidence for the resurrection? What apologetic should we use

to prove the resurrection?

3. Short Essay

The student will choose their topic from the remaining 9 choices above
(obviously, this must be different from your term paper).

The student will write a 5-6 page essay (this will be a “mini term paper” if you
will).

It should follow the term paper in format (MLA style, outline, bibliography).

A minimum of 8 our ces must be used AND cited in the paper.



4. Sermons

. The student will prepare 1 sermon (or Bible class lesson) for each of the following
topics:

A. The existence of God

B. Creation vs. evolution
C. The resurrection of Christ
D. A Christian evidence topic of your choice
E. A Christian evidence topic of your choice
. The sermons should be written out completely, with an introduction, body, and a
conclusion.

Grading:

Your grade will be determined as follows:

Book reviews = 100 points (25 points per review)
Term paper = 150 points

Essay = 50 points

Sermons = 100 points (20 points per sermon)

400 total points
The grading scale for this course is:

100-93 / A
92-83 /B

82-72 /C

71-63 /D

62-0/F

Cour se Badkground:

1. The study of apologetics is synonymous with Christian evidences.

. “Apologetics” is taken from the Greek word apologia which means “to give a
defense, or an answer.”

. The noun form appears in the NT in the following places: Acts 22:1; 25:16; 1 Cor.
9:3; 2 Cor. 7:11; Phil. 1:7, 17; 2 Tim. 4:16; 1 Peter 3:15.



. The verb form apologeomai appears in the following: Luke 12:11; 21:14; Acts
19:13; 24:10; 25:8; 26:1, 2, 24; Rom. 2:15; 2 Cor. 12:19.

It is the responsibility of all Christians to defend their faith (1 Peter 3:15).

Defending our faith is a rational process (Acts 17:1-4, 11, 12; Heb. 11:1; Rom. 10:17; 1
Thess. 5:21; Acts 2:22-36; et. al.).

Biblical faith is compatible with knowledge — they are not mutually exclusive concepts!

God does not ask us to believe anything contrary to the evidence (Acts 2:1-47; 17:1-4;
Heb. 11:1).

In order to make a claim to religious knowledge, one must know:
. That God exists.

. That the Bible is the inspired Word of God.

. That the Bible teaches what we claim that it does.

Thisisthe basc argument for religious knowledge

adapted from Ralph Gilmore



